
PTE Practice Paper 
PTE Writing Practice Paper 6 
 
Read the passage below and summarize it using one sentence. Type your 
response in the box at the bottom of the screen. You have 10 minutes to finish 
this task. Your response will be judged on the quality of your writing and on how 
well your response presents the key points in the passage. 
 

1. Although we tend to think of electric cars as being something completely 
modern, they were, in fact, some of the earliest types of the motorized 
vehicle. At the beginning of the twentieth-century electric cars were more 
popular than cars with an internal combustion engine as they were more 
comfortable to ride in. However, as cars fuelled by petrol increased in 
importance. Electric cars declined. The situation became such that electric 
vehicles were only used for certain specific purposes – as fork-lift trucks, 
ambulances and urban delivery vehicles, for example. 
Although electricity declined in use in road vehicles, it steadily grew in 
importance as a means of powering trains. Switzerland, for example, was 
quick to develop an electrified train system, encouraged in this no doubt by 
the fact that it had no coal or oil resources of its own. 
Nowadays there is renewed interest in Electricity as a means of powering 
road vehicles. Why is this case? Well, undoubtedly economic reasons are of 
considerable importance. The cost of oil has risen so sharply that there is a 
strong financial imperative to look for an alternative. However, there are 
also environmental motivations. Emissions from cars re-blamed in large part 
for – among other things – the destruction of the ozone layer and the 
resultant rise in temperatures in the Polar Regions. 
A desire not to let things get any worse is also encouraging research into 
designing effective electric transport. 

2. Marshmallow Test They call it the “marshmallow test.” A four- to 
six-year-old-child sits alone in a room at a table facing a marshmallow on a 
plate. The child is told: “If you don’t eat this treat for 15 minutes you can 
have both it and a second one.” Kids on average wait for five or six minutes 
before eating the marshmallow. The longer a child can resist the treat has 
been correlated with higher general competency later in life. 
Now a study shows that ability to resist temptation isn’t strictly innate—it’s 
also highly influenced by the environment. 
Researchers gave five-year-olds used crayons and one sticker to decorate a 
sheet of paper. One group was promised a new set of art supplies for the 



project—but then never received it. But the other group did receive new 
crayons and better stickers. 
Then both groups were given the marshmallow test. The children who had 
been lied to waited for a mean time of three minutes before eating the 
marshmallow. The group that got their promised materials resisted an 
average of 12 minutes. 
Thus, the researchers note that experience factors into a child’s ability to 
delay gratification. When previous promises have been hollow, why believe 
the next one? 

3. In such an environment, warfare is no longer purely directed against the 
military potential of adversarial states. It is rather directed at infiltrating all 
areas of their societies and to threaten their existences. The comparatively 
easy access to weapons of mass destruction, in particular relatively and 
low-cost biological agents, is of key concern. Both governmental and 
non-governmental actors prefer to use force in a way that can be 
characterized as “unconventional” or also as “small wars.” War waged 
according to conventions is an interstate phenomenon. The “small war” is 
the archetype of war, in which the protagonists acknowledge no rules and 
permanently try to violate what conventions do exist. The protagonists of the 
“small war” observe neither international standards nor arms control 
agreements. They make use of territories where they do not have to fear any 
sanctions because there is no functioning state to assume charge of such 
sanctions or because the state in question is too weak to impose such 
sanctions. This type of war does not provide for any warning time. It 
challenges not only the external security of the nation states and 
international community, but also their internal safety. 

4. Malaysia is one of the most pleasant, hassle-free countries to visit in 
Southeast Asia. Aside from its gleaming 21st century glass towers, it boasts 
some of the most superb beaches, mountains and national parks in the 
region. 
Malaysia is also launching its biggest-ever tourism campaign in effort to lure 
20 million visitors here this year. More than 16 million tourists visited in 
2005, the last year for which complete statistics were available. While the 
majority of them were from Asia, mostly neighboring Singapore, Thailand, 
Indonesia, Brunei, China, Japan and India, a growing number of Western 
travelers are also making their way to this Southeast Asian tropical paradise. 
Of the 885,000 travelers from the West, 240,000 were from the United 
Kingdom, 265,000 from Australia and 150,000 from the U.S. 
Any tourist itinerary would have to begin in the capital, Kuala Lumpur, 
where you will find the Petronas Twin Towers, which once comprised the 



world's tallest buildings and now hold the title of second-tallest. Both the 
88-story towers soar 1,480 feet high and are connected by a sky-bridge on 
the 41st floor. 
Also worth visiting is the Central Market, a pre-war building that was the 
main wet market for the city, and has now been transformed into an arts and 
cultural center. 
The limestone temple Batu Caves, located 9 miles north of the city, have a 
328-foot-high ceiling and feature ornate Hindu shrines, including a 
141-foot-tall gold-painted statue of a Hindu deity. To reach the caves, 
visitors have to climb a steep flight of 272 steps. 
In Sabah state on Borneo Island — not to be confused with Indonesia's 
Borneo — you'll find the small mushroom-shaped Sip Adan island, off the 
coast of Sabah, rated as one of the top five diving sites in the world. Sip 
Adan is the only oceanic island in Malaysia, rising from a 2,300-foot abyss 
in the Celebes Sea. 
You can also climb Mount Kinabalu, the tallest peak in Southeast Asia, visit 
the Sepilok Orang Utan Sanctuary, go white-water rafting and catch a 
glimpse of the bizarre Proboscis monkey, a primate found only in Borneo 
with a huge pendulous nose, a characteristic pot belly and strange honking 
sounds. 

5. What is museology? A simple definition might be that it is the study of 
museums, their history and underlying philosophy, the various ways in 
which they have, over time, been established and developed, their avowed or 
unspoken aims and policies, their educative or political or social role. More 
broadly conceived, such a study might also embrace the bewildering variety 
of audiences — visitors, scholars, art lovers, children- at whom the efforts of 
museum staff are supposedly directed, as well as related topics such as the 
legal duties and responsibilities placed upon (or incurred by) museums, 
perhaps even some thought as to their future. Seen in this light, museology 
might appear at first sight a subject so specialized as to concern only 
museum professionals, who by virtue of their occupation are more or less 
obliged to take an interest in it. In reality, since museums are almost, if not 
quite as old as civilization itself, and since the plethora of present-day 
museums embraces virtually every field of human endeavour- not just art, or 
craft, or science, but entertainment, agriculture, rural life, childhood, 
fisheries, antiquities, automobiles: the list is endless — it is a field of inquiry 
so broad as to be a matter of concern to almost everybody. 

 
You will have 20 minutes to plan, write and revise an essay about the topic 
below. Your response will be judged on how well you develop a position, organize 



your ideas, present supporting details, and control the elements of standard 
written English. You should write 200-300 words. 
 

1. Many young people nowadays are imitating celebrities in sports and movies. 
In your opinion, is this good or bad? Support your point of view with 
reasons and examples from your own experience. 

2. Nowadays, the mass media including TV, radio, and newspaper have 
become the essential part of our lives. What is your opinion? 

3. Some people think women should be given equal chances to work and excel 
in their careers. Others believe that a woman’s role should be limited to 
taking care of the house and children. Which opinion do you agree with and 
why? Include specific details and examples to support your choice. 

4. People usually mix their private and professional life. What are the pros and 
cons? 

5. The illiterate of the 21st century will not be those who cannot read and write, 
but those who cannot learn, unlearn and relearn. Agree or disagree. 
 
 


